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“THE BEAR WITH TWO HEADS” 


A Chevy 4-Barrel Comes Back 


cn ae ..lT—— 


a eta: 


@ The nation’s largest motorized extravaganza. 

© A unique and colorful presentation offering all that 
is spectacular, unusual and novel in the motorized 
equipment field. 

@ The West's greatest array of foreign cars. . . . 
The nation’s largest display of outstanding custom 
cars... . California’s greatest exhibit of competition 
machines. . . . America’s most outstanding hot rods. 

@ Eye-catching “limited production” models from 
Detroit. . . . Classics—Specials—Antiques. 


@ A $2,500,000 collection of extraordinary cars. 
Also a glittering exhibit of motorcycles, parts, acces- 


sories and supplies which supply a look into the 
future of motoring. 


For commercial space rental, write to Lee O. 

Ryan, Managing Director, MOTORAMA, 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28. Tel. 
HOllywood 2-3261. Regarding equipment for 
house displays, send communications to same. 














SPECIALS 


BALANCED EXHAUST HEADER SPECIAL— 
LIMITED OFFER 
FREE—2 CHROME EXTENSIONS 


Complete Set (any 
model). (Ford or Mercury 
only.) Balanced Exhaust 
Header System. Sells Re- 
tail $60.00. With discount 
—only $39.95. You save 
$20.05. Set includes all 
pipes, headers, 2 muf- 
flers (steel pack or stock), 
tail pipe, clamps, brack- 


HONK! 





39-52 FORD, MERC. ONLY 

























Pair (1 left, 1 right) Popular Brand Retail ets and gaskets. Free— 
Hi-Compression MN Th iii cnnanak nanene $85.00 Two Chrome exhaust ex- 
8 to 1 ratio -(highly polished, aluminum) tensions with each set of 

One ~~ ans igh PONG. «2. ccececveeess $55.00 above. Send Money Order 
(For 2 ae aluminum) Ww ' Kin by Soil 

One Set Ball Bean Bearing 2 Siieee: oc... 5, 7.50 eae: Se eee 
(For perfect sync melee) Express. You pay Express 

Gas Line & Regular Linkage Kit................ $4.58 on arrival. Will ship 

2 Chrome ‘‘Hellings’’ Carb. Air Cleaners..... $11.08 C.O.D. 

FOIA QE ss sesccss sh eaees $163.00 hisbendier, We. you deot 
oe 

Send no av Ur NS seed Kon oak tare Sond - give us Body Style and 





Year Model, we can't 
ship them. 





We ship by railway express only. You pay Express 
Charges on arrival. 

WILL SHIP C.0.D. 
Free catalogue (wholesale & retail) with each order ANY V8 FORD 
—If you don’t order, then send 25c for catalogue. OR MERC 













Honest Charley EXHAUST BAFFLES 


Retail $3.95 Per Pair Net. 
$2.50 prepaid. Fits in 
center of exhaust port 
of V8. Cools engine, 
adding horsepower. Fits ; 
Fords or Mercs. thru ‘48 


ADJUSTABLE 
STEERING 
ARM 

























NET $12.95 each pre- 
paid. Retail each 
$19.95. Fits Fords or 
Mercs. _Lincoln-Zephyr 
thru ‘48. 


This wheel is so anid that anyone can set a 
camshaft like a professional. Simple instructions 
pes on each wheel. 

his tool separates the men from the boys on the 
race track and makes possible smooth idling, even 
with super or full race cams. 

List $9.95. SEND NET $9.95 

We pony postage or you may order C.0.D. Free 
























Send 25c for wholesale and retail 









HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
BOX K3086 CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE 
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soNNY’S 
FAMOUS 
GLASSPACK 
r, MUFFLERS 


Here’s the latest 

ment in mufflers! Fh —-. 
glass packing can never rust 
or blow out. no break- 
ing in—soft, —— tone 
from start. Half the weight 
of steel-pack. Kits sent to 





. 


you with ev: ng 

to install a instructions. 
Fully guaranteed. Fill in cou- 
pon below. 


Prices shown are for Steel-Pack. 
For Glass-Pack, add $2.00 to 
each price. 


FORD & MERC DUAL SETS 
Complete Kit 
‘35-'48 $28.00 ‘49-’51 $30.00 


FORD & MERC 
SINGLE MUFFLERS 


‘35-'41 $7.00 ‘42-'52 $8.00 


PONTIAC - OLDS - BUICK - 
CADILLAC 


Single Mufflers ................ $8.80 
CHEVY - PLYMOUTH - 
DODGE - DE SOTO 
Single Mufflers ................ $7.00 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 





Please Send 


Ford Dual Set 


Merc Dual Set 0 Single Muffler 


Specify year, make and model of car 


Type of Transmission 
(CO Check or money order in full 
(0 Deposit for $........................ 


Balance to Be Paid on Delivery 
50% Deposit Required on All Orders 
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COVER 


Before you laugh at that frightening pink 
“thingie” on the cover, read the story on 
pages 14 through 17. This little bomber goes 
for a four-banger. Ektachrome by Felix Zelenka. 
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BRIEF AND TO THE POINT: 


238 Words From the Editor 


E have a new associate editor who 

sneaked into the masthead last issue 
without benefit of an introduction. We will 
now attempt to remedy the situation by in- 
troducing Dick Day, a lad we managed 
to capture from the ranks of the motorcycle 
gang. This is a guy with talent, of a sort, 
which you may have noticed in the ‘“Honk- 
er” and “Lil’ Beep” cartoons. 

The guy also has other talents which we're 
attempting with some success to channel into 
acceptable grooves. Being a long-time cycle 
rider, Dick still sticks his foot out of the car 
door on hard turns and it’s been a struggle 
to keep the lad from replacing his steering 
wheel with handlebars, but we think he'll 


THINGS TO COME 


HAT with folks bolting together all 
kinds of new equipment in various ga- 
rages around the country, it’s just a little hard 
to predict future contents accurately. One 
thing is sure, though: We won't leave you 
high and dry in the middle of a project. We'll 
have you building a dragster if we have to 
chain Bob Behme to the desk and lock Joe 
Goss in his shop. 
To make sure everybody has something to 


fit in with little or no effort at all. He’s just 
got to get used to sitting in the seat in- 
stead of lying out flat on the rear deck lid 
at the drags, that’s all. 


Readers who have been hollering for more 
chassis and suspension stuff should get an 
eyeful this month. We're proud to present 
the layouts on Doug Shaw’s Chevy four-bar- 
rel on pages 28 to 31 and Bill Tritt’s com- 
petition Glasspar on the succeeding six 
pages. On the latter car, we've been able to 
give you full plans of the box-tube chassis 
as an added bonus. We've run into some 
other nice equipment, too, so read on, friend 
and tell us what you think. 


do, we've got another project scheduled. This 
one, for the custom enthusiast, is a detailed 
step-by-step photo story on the channeling of 
a ’39 Merc convert. From what the builder 
of this one tells us, the procedures are the 
same or nearly the same for just about any 
Merc from '39 through '41. 

One thing we're absolutely sure about— 
well, almost—there w#ll be a bookful of 
goodies of all kinds. 








Please enter my name 

as a HONK! subscriber for 
(Above rates for U.S., its possessions, Canada. All other 
countries 1 yr. $4, 2 yrs. $7.) 
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Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
C11 yr. $3 (C2 yrs. $5 
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SHOPPING 





AROUND 


OILER 

BEFORE you get worried about our status 
in the community we'll tell you: No, this 
gadget is not, repeat mot, a new kind of 
needle kit. It’s a vest pocket oil can. The 
thing clips into a pocket like an oversize 
fountain pen. The oil is locked in by means 
of a knurled cap at the top end. This cap 





allows you to measure any amount of oil 
“from a drop to a squirt” or so says the 
manufacturer. He also claims it will squirt to 
a distance of five feet, so keep it out of the 
hands of small fry. Write: Clover House, 
Box 1107, Santa Monica, California. 


HOT ROD KIT 


ONE of the problems of owning a hot 
rod is keeping the kid brother out of it. 
Kid cousins, small sons and the neighbor's 
moppets are equally problematical. Here’s 
a solution: let ’em build their own. While 
they're doing that, they can learn enough to 
leave your pride and joy spotless. This can 
cost a lot less than you think, thanks to the 


6 











toy makers. Here’s a knockdown kit that 
contains all the parts to stuff into a junior 


ie — 


hese $4 Parts MAKE YOUR HOT ROD 


t4ina@ 
r1@Qi!t sy) 


seri) eae 
th —r— tl 








size roadster. They can even put an engine 
together. Pistons, rods, crank, headers and 
the whole works come in knockdown form. 
The chassis and running gear are likewise 
apart. A friction type motor provides the 
power. This “U-Build-It” kit retails for 
$2.49. Come to think of it, the thing’s not 
a bad gimmick to teach the wife what one 
is talking about. For information write: 
Nosco Plastics, 17th and Cascade streets, 
Erie, Pennsylvania. 
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: NEW MUFFLER 

FOR THOSE who want a quiet straight 
through type of muffler for single pipe in- 
stallations, Maremont Automotive Products 
of Chicago has designed this piece of equip- 
ment. The muffler, called the “Straight-Thru,” 
is just that. Although the muffler has no ac- 
tual baffles, a series of cushion chambers 
surrounding the central tube cuts the reso- 





nance to a minimum. A tone-well at each end 
cuts out high frequency notes. According to 
the manufacturer, the muffler was designed 
primarily for use with Buick, Mercury, Olds- 
mobile and Packard exhaust systems. The 
unit is available through dealers or from 
Maremont Automotive Products, Inc., 1600 
South Ashland avenue, Chicago, Illinois. 


GOLD TIP 

FIRST it was cigarette tips, now it’s ex- 
haust tips. Gold, we mean. Now, if your 
desires run to impressing pedestrians and 
other peasants you can add the final touch 
by using gold plated (24 karat, no less!) 
tips on your tail pipes. These new tips are 
bigger too. If properly installed (so that the 





tail pipe doesn’t show) folks will think 
they're looking at a four-inch stack. This in 
itself should be impressive enough, but when 
you add gold plate—WOW! The manufac- 
turer is the Arnold Haviland Company, De- 
fiance, Ohio. 
GARAGE JACK 

IF YOU don’t already have a garage jack 
or if you intend to buy a new one, maybe 
this will be what you want. It’s a new 
model just put out by a nationally known 
Minneapolis outfit. Some of the neater fea- 
tures of the two-ton capacity job are ball 

(Continued on page 62) 
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POPULAR MOON DISC 
AT SPECIAL PRICE 


“ae 


Available in 15 or 16 Inch 
FLARE SKIRTS 





Pont 
Buick 


Skirts are all steel with concealed rubber liner. 
The easily installed skirts are primed for paint. 


POWER-TONE 
Exhaust Header Sets 


~S33 ©6$$35.95 
$47.95 


IN stecttie 3 49-53 Stude . 
Chev (except conv.).... 
Dodge 6 (exeept conv 
Ply (exeept conv.). 
Ford 6 (except conv. 





> 
QA DS 






GMC (Header Only) 
Sets include headers, header ex- 


$27.95 


tension, mufflers, tail pipe, clamps and brackets. 


THIS IS NOT A PHONEY 
Genuine Continental Kit 
Ford 49-53...... 

Chev 49-53..... $43.45 
Kit includes sturdy tire 
mount, lock mechanism, 


tire cover, bumper extension, stone deflector, 
chrome hub cap and misc. hardware. 


25% deposit on all orders. F.O.B. Burbank. 
Add 3% sales tax in Calif. 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 
Dept. K9, P.O. Box 131 Burbank, Calif. 












"Round PROTECTION 
$2.50 per qt. 
Treats. one top! 


—— aad -_ by the > 
F mous Glen Houser of ‘‘Larsen Top 
a Shop.”” “TREND,” Apr. "53, pg. 49. 


WATERPROOFS @ PROTECTS © BEAUTIFIES 
GUARANTEED NOT TO CRACK, PEEL or HARDEN 
Mildew Proof, Mold Proof, Colors will not fade. Easy to 
apply. Leaves Top Brightly New and Natural looking, 
without Painted or Shiny appearance. Not affected by 
raising or lowering of top. True fabric colors: Neutral, 

Biack, Tan, White, Maroon, Green, Blue. 
Available at your dealer, or write: 





THE SEALEX CORP 


| Can Make You 
A New Man 


Let Me Prove It in Only 
15 Minutes a Day! 


Let me PROVE that “Dy- 
namic Tension” can give 
you a gloriously healthy 


flabby. They now feel new 
viger flowing through 
their systems. They feel 
that they added years to 
their lives. 


Send for my FREE 32- 
page book, “E 

Health and Strength.” 
CHARLES ATLAS 

Dept. 2688, 115 E. 23rd St. 
New York 10, N.Y. 





For Year 










LETTERS 


SUSPENSIONS 


Dear Sirs: 

Have just finished HONK for July. Con- 
gratulations, it’s great! There are only two 
or three things I'd like to see added. The 
first for easier reading—completing the first 
step of throwing out the “continued on page 


| so and so.” It really gripes me to ditch a 
| good article and fumble around in the back 
| of the magazine finding my place again; 
| second, in the same vein, why not spread 
| pictures (especially those with a “How to 


do it” article) out in the pages of the article 
so they would be found at the appropriate 
part of the text. It would tend to make the 
articles (all types) more easily understood. 

Next, I'd like to see HONK come out with 
more articles on suspension and brakes. 
Let’s face it—you can only go so many 
years expounding on how to doll up and 
soup up “Henry's” earlier products and sec- 
tion, block up and chop down his later ones 
(with, of course, Orchid organic metallic 
paint with rolled and filled seat-covers of 
fabulous plastics). Please don’t take this as 
a knock to customs and rods. . . 

Let’s face it, from here it looks like SOME- 
BODY’S copying somewhere. We Middle- 
Easterners (or Westerners if you prefer) 
are getting the impression that hidden away 
in the Hollywood hills is a plant turning out 
chopped coupes and roadsters, en masse, 
Detroit style. 

If there was one page devoted to suggested 
styling and suspension changes for these lit- 
tle gems, I believe everybody would eat it 
up. I know, at least, it would be appreciated 
around these parts. Would also like to see 
something on tubular frames. Nobody seems 
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to want to tackle this in all the magazines 
I've been reading, lo these many years. 

If HONK and the other Rod-embracing 
magazines would hop on the styling and 
suspension bandwagon (with shocks and 
brakes, too), we “build it yourself” addicts 
could show the foreign job boys some 
mighty nice exhaust-tips in their almighty 
sports cars. We've got the engines, thanks to 
all of you, now let’s show the rest of the 
world that what Detroit builds is not the 
best we can do. ‘ 

Sorry, I got off on a torrent, but if you 
get the point, it’s worth the writer's cramp 
I’ve got. 

Sincerely, 

Ray Bossung 

Fort Knox, Louisville, Ky. 
For chassis stuff, see pages 28 through 37 
and 44 through 50. We're hitting this stuff 
hot and heavy, Ray, but we have to devote 
space for our custom addicts, too. Eventually 
we might even condescend to using some 
foreign equipment if it can give the boys 
some ideas on how to improve on it.—Ed. 


‘DRUTHER WALK 


Dear Sirs: 

For almost thirty years I “punched” a 
Model-T over roads that weren’t roads, and 
from all my experience with them I never 
realized that they had “classic” lines. But by 
gosh, one of your writers applies that ex- 
clusive, “classic” to one of those old ornery 
four wheeled critters. Maybe he’s right! 

But anyway, where are all the intelligent 
people hiding anyway? Thousands of hobby- 
ists try to turn old rust piles into re- 
created works of art. Now just why hasn't 
some one had the intelligence to apply some 
of this effort to a Packard of an older era? 

Packard is the only car I ever loved, it’s 
the only one I love now, and it’s the only 
one I'll ever love. “Druther” walk than to 
drive anything else, but the older Packards 
were prettier than the new one are. There’s 
where you struck your “classic” stuff. Lots 
of it! 

Sincerely, 
K. F. Pickett 
Hemet, California 
We can remember a couple of LeBaron 
Packards in the family that were real works 
(Continued on page 55) 
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KUSTOM ACCESSORIES by BARRIS 


PUSH-O-MATIC WINDOWS 
Now, you can have automatic 
push button windows at a 
price you can afford. Windows 
attach to regular window 
channels. Easily installed on 
any car with screwdriver. 
Complete kit includes switch, 
wiring, hose, vacuum contro! 
and universal brackets. Only 
$79.50 per pair, $42.50 single. 
Specify year and model of car and number of windows 
desired when ordering. 





(A) 1953 FORD 
KUSTOM-KRAFT 
GRILLE BAR 


This grille bar is con- 
structed in one piece of 
18 gauge metal with a 
deep chrome finish. Eas- 
ily installed and priced 
at only $11.95 ea. 


(B) GRAND PRIX 
LOUVRES 





Dress up the hood of 
your car with these 
Barris - Styled Chrome 
Louvres. Adapted to any design. These louvres se- 
cure to hood with 6 bolts and can be made functional 
in one simple operation. Ideal for fiberglas bodies. 
Available in 3 or 4” widths in strips of 10 or 15 louvres. 
Strips of 10, $5.95 each. Strips of 15, $6.95 each. (Bare 
metal finish $1.00 less.) 


(C) KUSTOM EXHAUST TIPS FOR ALL CARS 
Telescopic chrome exhaust tip with 2 inserted centers. 
Baffled to give a low mellow tone. $6.95 each. Square- 
flow exhaust tip w/curved end, $6.95 each. Square-flow 
exhaust tip w/straight end, $6.95 each. Round-beveled 
exhaust tip w/¥%4” beveled end, $4.95. All Kustom Exhaust 
Tips are available in dual bumper kits or may be 
purchased singly as shown above. These unique kits are 
easily installed and include flex extensions, brackets, 
bolts, two tips and complete instructions. Only $19.95. 
(Round-beveled dual bumper kit, $17.95 each.) 


KUSTOM CHROME TRIM by BARRIS 
Protect the side of your car § 
from needless scratches by in- 
stalling SIDE-RUB STRIP. Chrome 
strip may be cut to any length for 
installation. Excellent ornamental § 
decoration of hood, deck, doors # 
or fenders. SIDE-RUB STRIP just 
clips on with small, concealed 
metal clips. Complete kit includes 
Strip, clips and instructions. 
$4.95 each. 





In California add 342% 
25% deposit required on all orders. 


Dealerships 
Available 





11054 Atlantic Bivd., Lynwood, Calif. 
Phone NEvada 6-4432 








Special 


by Les Nehamkin 


LAT in 1940, Seward Allen, a Los An- 

geles college student and hot rod en- 
thusiast, started building a chassis for a 
roadster that was to be fitted with a specially 
designed custom body. This creation was 
destined to cost $6,000 and take over 10 
years to complete. 

Starting with Essex rails utilizing specially 
designed cross members arranged to hold a 
four barrel Crager power plant, Allen was 
stumped when it came to building the body. 
Wanting only the best for his special road- 
ster he called on Coachcraft, Ltd., custom 
body builders. 

After selection of the exact design from 
many submitted to him by Burt Chalmers 
and Rudy Stoessel, partners in the Coach- 
craft operation, Allen put his approval on 
the body design shown here. 

These top custom body creators designed 


10 


Ten-Year 


and built a wooden mock-up for the future 
“Coachcraft Special’ and then formed the 
special unit over the mold, using body sheet 
metal. The body was power-hammered to 
sleek perfection and was hand finished at the 
seams and at all welded joints since abso- 
lutely no lead, aluminum or putty was used 
in the process. The functional body was 
custom designed to the 91 inch wheelbase 
chassis Allen had put together. 

Shortly after the hammering and the shap- 
ing of the body steel started and the creation 
started taking form, Allen was called to 
military service for the duration of World 
War II. 

Jimmy Summers, Hollywood custom body 
builder, made soldier Allen a good offer for 
the custom as it stood and soon became its 
new owner. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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@ Ten years plus three 
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individual owners is 


what if took to 


finish this blue 


beauty. 
iW 











@ The body was formed over wooden mock-up mold by power hammer then hand finished. 


(Continued from page 10) 

Summers proceeded to assemble the body 
parts that had been processed, built and al- 
most entirely assembled by Coachcraft. 
Continuing the high quality of design and 
custom workmanship employed in the crea- 
tion of the car, Summers formed and shaped 
a specially designed grille and shell which 
he then installed. Working from a combina- 
tion of patterns he had designed for other 
cars he had created, he built and installed 
a custom windshield. 

As this racy custom was nearing comple- 
tion, Ted Johnson, a garage owner, ma- 
chinist and hot rod devotee, fell in love with 
the smooth flowing lines and the sturdiness 
of construction in the roadster and purchased 
the still incompleted custom on the spot. At 
this point in the “Coachcraft Special’s” ca- 
reer it still contained no engine or any other 
running gear. 

Johnson proceeded to bring the jewel to 
completion without any further delay. He 
lowered the frame, boxing Ford X-mem- 
bers under the Essex rails (in the middle of 
the chassis), then changed the existing 
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cross members to some of his own design 
enabling the roadster to/support a new Mer- 
cury engine. 

He then installed a Ford radiator and a 
Mercury hydraulic brake system. He coupled 
a Lincoln Zephyr transmission set-up to a 
vacuum controlled Columbia two-speed axle. 

To bring the custom to the final peak of 
perfection he desired, Johnson called on the 
Coachcraft staff to perform the finishing 
touches. Their experts laminated the special 
golden mahogany dashboard, installing the 
single dial cluster type instrument panel 
found in the ’49 and ‘50 Fords, finished 
the installation of the doors and completed 
other processes. 

After leaving the body shop, the roadster 
was driven to the exclusive paint emporium 
operated by Gordon Cutler in Hollywood 
where Ted Johnson selected the color of 
Belden Blue. Over 40 coats of lacquer were 
applied (with hand rubbing done between 
each coat) and after using 8 gallons of 
paint, a really high gloss adorned the body. 

To further gild the lily, Johnson pur- 
chased 5 select skins of cowhide and spent 
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@ Jimmy Summers cast special grille and 
windshield. Headlights are from ‘40 Ford. 


the greater part of a summer personally 
tanning and coloring them. He then called 
on Laddy Jerabeck in Hollywood to design 
and trim the prize winning interior uphol- 
stery motif over foam rubber cushions. 
Although this custom has taken over 10 
years to complete, the present owner, Ted 
Johnson, of North Hollywood, California, is 
so busily occupied running his new ma- 
chine shop, he never finds time to run the 
roadster and so this beauty has less than 
1,000 miles on it. It still looks brand new! 


@ Rear of body is beautifully contoured. 
Front and rear bumpers are from ‘46 Ford. 


mod 
@ Stock ‘39 Merc engine is set well baci 
in chassis and fits compartment snugly. 


® Johnson used five selected skins of cowhide for the custom interior of the car. 
13 
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@ Kent's dad, Frank, didn’t touch car @Top view of engine shows Winfield 
except for late modifications to frame. flat head and three Stromberg carbs. 
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A LESSON 
FOR MOTHERS 


Text and Photos by Felix Zelenka 


N Pasadena when you disturb a French 

poodle it's a serious matter. Especially 
when the animal belongs to a next door 
neighbor who complains that all the noise 
in your back yard is causing her extreme- 
ly sensitive dog to come apart at the seams. 

If you are Mrs. Augustine Enderle, you 
indeed have a problem. For was it not you 
who enccuraged your 14 year-old son to 
build a better dragster, after seeing him 
just barely get nosed out at the drags? And 
wasn't it you who sympathetically listened to 
many a teenager's woeful tale as they told 
of how other mothers had turned them away 
when they wanted a place to work on their 
machines? (Continhed on next page) 
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© Entire family, Kent, Frank and Gussie set new roll bar in Gussie’s Buick convert. 
15 
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@ Sturdy steel tube roll bar protects 
driver. Seat belt is anchored to frame. 
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(Continued from preceding page) 

You, “Gussie” Enderle, have brought all 
this on yourself. Now, your yard is littered 
with a wide assortment of automotive parts 
and almost as many youngsters, enthusi- 
astically engaged in dismantling, reconstruct- 
ing and repairing an odd collection of roll- 
ing stock that has all the neighbors holding 
their ears in shocked pain. 

To mid-teenager Kent Enderle, “Gussie” is 
not necessarily an unusual mother. The fact 
that she now holds a membership card with 
the Russetta Timing Association, is souping 
up her Buick convertible, adding roll bars 
for lake meets etc., is all taken for granted, 
as a natural transition of home as it should 
be. But, in the beginning things were quite 
the reverse. 


ae 
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When young Kent’s older brother went 
out into the world last year Kent inherited 
a ’39 V8 sedan that had done some sprinting 
at the lakes. Kent's idea was to drop a four 
banger into the sedan and he turned to his 
mother for financial help. When she point- 
edly refused to aid in the “stuff and non- 
sense” the youngster with two friends, Ted 
Hickey and Ben Foskey, teamed up to fabri- 
cate the items they might have otherwise 
bought. 

In spite of the fact that the three (the 
oldest was then only 16) ended with a 
somewhat ‘“‘mish-mash lash up’ they never- 
theless nearly won their first try at the drags 
while Kent's mother looked on. 

So impressed with this near win was Gus- 
sie that she turned to Bill Babb (owner and 


@ Interior of dragster is brutally functional. Center steering is later addition to car. 
HONK! 











@ Sharp rake forward and big tires on 
rear give dragster a terrific “bite.” 


operator of Babb’s Kustom Specialties) and 
asked how the youngsters might attain more 
speed. To Babb’s way of thinking the four 
banger was simply carrying too much of a 
load when accompanied with the V8 sedan 
body. He offered to sell them a ’28 Model 
“A” pickup body and frame that might bet- 
ter serve their purpose. Coming as somewhat 
of a surprise to the 3 boys “Gussie” Enderle 
bought the suggestion then and there. All 
this took place as-the five of them towed 
the sedan back from the drags. That was 
the beginning for Gussie, and as time went 
by more and more speed enthusiasm rubbed 
off on her. 

Working from seven in the morning till 
near midnight every day that next week the 
three youths poured all their waking hours 
into the task of reworking their little mon- 
ster, while Gussie fed them and followed 
their progress closely. 

Chopping the cab of the ‘28 Pickup 4 
inches they combined it with a belly tank 
nose and shortened the frame a total of 
15 inches to bring the rear wheels up direct- 
ly in back of the driver's seat. As if this was 
not incongruous enough they painted the ve- 
hicle a delicate pink, and by the following 
Sunday made a well remembered appearance 
at the Saugus drags. That the car herewith 
illustrated could have caused no small clamor 
of reaction from the crowd on that initial 
showing requires little taxing of the imagi- 
nation but what the crowd did not imagine 
it could do that day was win a trophy—but 
it did. 
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@ Front end of car uses stock Model A 
axle and spindles with brakes removed. 





@ Three-jug manifold and headers were 
built by the boys at Babb‘s custom shop. 





@ Ted, Kent and Ben bolt the manifold 
onto the flathead four banger engine. 
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A VACATION trip to southern California 
in 1936, by a pressing machine me- 
chanic from Plainfield, New Jersey, today 
makes automobile racing a much safer busi- 
ness. Becoming fascinated with the midget 
racing at Gilmore Stadium, Ted Halibrand, 
the steam machine fix-it man from New 
Jersey, decided to make California his home. 
He decided to turn his mechanical genius 
to making a dollar and a name in the auto 


He makes the 
Big Cars go 


Text and Photos 
by Lester Nehamkin 


racing field. Beginning as a mechanic at the 
old Gilmore Bowl, Halibrand grew with the 
speed sport till he became the prosperous’ 
owner of two midgets and a big, speedway- © 
type race car. This profitable stable earned © 
more than its way until World War II. 4 
Casting his lot with the Douglas Aircraft © 
Corporation, Ted became a factory service © 


representative, working on aircraft stationed ~~ 


(Continued on page 20) 


© Halibrand’s racing wheel; (left) back side of wheel; (right) hollow dish side of disc. 
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@ Close-up of splines on English-type Rudge wheel. Pin-drive model is rapidly replacing this model. 


© Latest model is the slotted oval wheel for sports cars. Slotted design assists cooling of brakes. 
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©@ Exploded view of the front spindle assembly; wing nut, pressure plate, dowel pin ‘hub and spindle. 


RACING’S BIG-WHEEL erin. 


all over the world. “The familiarity with light 
alloys and metals acquired in this aircraft 
occupation helped the future wheel expert 
immeasurably. 

After the war, Halibrand continued with 
Douglas but also ran the midgets in his free 
time. Ted and many other drivers and own- 
ers ran into all kinds of troubles with post- 
war metals, notably in wheels, which had a 
tendency to lose their concentricity. 

In the spring of 1947, Halibrand, now 
thoroughly familiar with the success achieved 
with lighter metals fn aircraft, decided to 
draw on the experience he had gained. He 
proceeded to have a set of magnesium wheels 
cast for his own midget. 


Before he knew what hit him, Ted Hali- 
brand was practically forced to go into the 
magnesium wheel business. Rex Mays, Duke 
Nalon and Bill DeVore were some of the 
drivers who helped him dispel the “breaking 
under stress” rumors prevalent about the 
then European manufactured wheels. 

Opening his first shop in Los Angeles dur- 
ing the summer of 1947, he was promptly 
flooded with orders for midget wheels as the 
“doodlebugs” were running to overflow 
crowds every night of the week all over the 
country. Magnesium wheels proved so suc- 
cessful on the midgets and sprint cars, that 
it was only a question of time before they 

(Continued on Page 22) 





@ Depicted is rear axle center section assembly that’s becoming most popular in big time racing. 


@ Completely assembled and ready to stuff 
under a race car, set-up sells for about $1700. 





@ Installed on Indy race car, is Halibrand’s rear wheel assembly featuring vented cas? drive plate. 


Some 


@ Close-up view of the new magnesium spol-type 
brake. Brake disc material is 3” in diameter. 


(Continued from Page 20) 
would be sought for the gruelling “500” at 
Indianapolis. Hundreds of experimental tests 
had to be conducted to cast a wheel able to 
withstand the stresses and strains encountered 
at the “brickyard.” 

In 1948, the young enterprising Ted Hali- 
brand was commissioned.to outfit Pat Clancy's 
Special with a set of magnesium wheels for 
the Memorial Day classic. But what a set! 
This firsts American big racing car with Hal- 
ibrand’s magnesium wheels was a six-wheeler 
having all four rear wheels driven. Clancy’s 


@ Brake unit showing magnesium drive plote, steel brake disc and brake shoe holder 3” disc. 








@ Inside view of spot brake shows steel brake plate that was patterned after eircraft brakes. 


Special was eminently successful, qualifying 
over 123 miles per hour and placing twelfth. 
This paved the way for the future of the 
Halibrand magnesium wheels. 

In the 1952 Indy 500 miler, 28 of the 33 
starters used Halibrand’s magnesium wheels 
and one car in particular, the Howard Keck 
Special driven by Billy Vukovich, qualified 
at 138 plus, led the pack for 151 gruelling 
laps. 

Early models of Halibrand wheels had the 
European Rudge-type knock-off hub section 
(88 serrations held on a splined shaft by the 


nut). This type of hub required much more 
labor and machine work .than Halibrand 
thought necessary, so after several years of 
experimentation, he and his engineering staff 
came up with the “pin-drive” hub and wheel 
assemblies. 

An incentive for ordering the new type 
“pin-drive” wheels is that by reversing the 
wheel on the shaft and using the ribbed 
side out, the car’s tread can be narrowed by 
at least three to four inches. This feature 


‘greatly cuts down cost compared to that of 


the Rudge. (Continued on Page 54) 


@ Disc brake installed on car. Note small size of the unit and cccessibility for lining replacement. 





y S 


@ From any angle, Don Van Hoff’s road ruby looks good. White top insert replaces original leather. 


@ Grille and radiator are stock height and so © From the rear, Van Hoff’s coupe looks inno- 
clean that the mill can be seen through them. cent without protruding dval exhaust stack fips. 





RED-HOT RUBY 


From $40 Rust Bucket to Highway Beauty 


By Jack Baldwin 


spin down the highway in Don Van 
Hoff's '32 five-window Ford coupe is not 
for everyone suffering from self conscious- 
-ness. The royal maroon street coupe, with 
all its chrome, glitters like a ripe plum 


studded with frost covered diamonds. Any- 
one riding in the little beauty cannot help 
but see the glances thrown its way. In 
short, it’s a real highway eye-traction. 

Here’s what the 18-year old builder has 
done to make it that way. 

He took his $40 stock coupe, chopped it 
two and a half inches, but didn’t channel 
it, then sprayed it 12 times with a rub- 
down between each spray. The stock fend- 
ers are so smooth that if you were to put 
a dust rag on top it would slide off. It's 
like balancing a marble on a beach ball. 

He peeled off the bumpers and connected 
the rails with chrome bars. Everything 
else is pretty much stock except the filled 


©. From rear quarter, coupe looks nearly stock except for almost unnoticeable 2% inch chop in top. 


’32 shell. White sidewalls and chrome HUBS 
do nothing but add to the overall beauty. 

After dropping the front axle two and a 
half inches he added 15-inch wheels front 
and back putting 15 x 5:90 tires in front 
and 15 x 8:00 on the rear. 

Another exterior body goodie is a gleam- 
ing white canvas top insert. He inserted 
chrome beading between fenders and body. 

With the help of his 22 year old brother, 
John, he pulled the car into the family gar- 
age and started in on the power package. 
He's got $90 worth of chrome in front of 
the firewall and it all shows. Carburetor 
stacks, generator, metal radiator hose, timing 
gear cover, water pumps, wire looms are all 
chromed. The Weiand heads on the "39 
Merc engine are polished aluminum. 

External engine goodies include . four 
Stromberg “97” pots, an Edelbrock manifold 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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an each side and aimed down alongside wheels. 


(Continued from Preceding Page) 

and a converted Zephyr ignition system. Ev- 
ery wire on the car has been replaced with 
Packard wiring. 

Inside goodies, according to Don, an em- 
ployee of the Van Vorst Ma 
Jahns racing pistons sliding i 
have- been bored to three 
with the stroke stretched 
inch. ares tens arco 
ratio. The power plant has been relieved 
and ported with a Winfield SU 1A cam do- 


a cutting tool diet and slimmed it down to 
26 pounds. 

One strange disadvantage, says Don, is 
that all this extra soup has made the car 
slow in getting away from the curb. When- 
ever the car stands at the curb it gathers 
crowds of interested spectators that he has 
to shoo-off before he can get under way. 
He is contemplating having some fact sheets 


passes a lot of stocks but seldom without a 
glance from the passengers who can be seen, 
if not heard, to pucker up to emit a “whoo- 
whee, look-at-that” whistle. 

During the 18 months he has had the 
car Don has been busy underneath. He in- 
stalled an Advance exhaust with headers and 
linked in two 15 inch mufflers in tandem on 
either side. He didn’t like the appearance 
of tail pipes so he chopped them off about 
six sei aft of the rear muffler. 

Don installed ‘40 Ford hydraulic brakes. 
On ’48 hubs. The front wheels use °32 
stock spindles. To keep the tires and the 
highway in touch with one another at all 
times, Don installed 50-50 Pioneer shocks. 

Anyone wanting to duplicate Don’s high- 


26 


way hack would have to install an Auburn | 
clutch, a stock ’39 transmission, a stock '34 ; 
3:54 rear end, and a ’40 stock steering wheel 
with chrome steering gear. 

Although it is his first car Don didn’t for- 
get the interior. There are many words to ‘ 
describe it but until someone .coins a new | 
one, the best word at hand is—beautiful. And, 
it’s an amateur job. Don called on a friend, 
John Kilpat of Downey, Calif., who took 
white leather, tucked it, rolled it and tacked | 
ample quantities of it on the seat, door | 
panels and overhead on the headliner where | 
red beading separates panels running athwart- 
ship. Underfoot is a custom maroon cat- 
pet trimmed in white leather. 


Don removed the stock dash and used a}. 


hole saw to install a set of 10 Stewart-War- 
mer gauges, including a tach, speedomoter, 
two water temperature gauges, oil tempera- J 
ture, vacuum, fuel gauge, ammeter, oil pres- 
sure, and fuel pressure. 

Other goodies Don installed are chrome 
window sashes, gear shift lever, pedal as- 
semblies, and ’49 door handles. The steer- 
ing column also is chromed. 


All this adds up to a real street beauty. |] | 
But, the youngish owner is looking forward “| 7 


to capturing some laurels between the speed | 
traps. Before he acquired the engine and| 
installed some of its present equipment it 
was clocked at 98 mph on the quarter mile 
at Santa Ana in a ’37 Ford convertible using 
regular gasoline. 

“I have a few more things I want to do, 
then we'll take it out and see what she'll 
do,” says Don. He plans to burn only gas. 

Anyway you look at it, top, bottom, com- 
ing or going, Don Van Hoff's neat '32 shows 
what can be done (if the will is great 
enough) to convert a banged-up barge into 
a real road ruby. 


| 4 
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@ Don has $90 worth of chrome in front of the © Coupe hos a slight rake forward for good 
firewall and it all shows. Engine is ‘39 Merc. handling qualities. Silhovette is smooth, low. 


© Interior is neatly upholstered in maroon and white leather, rolled and tucked on foam rubber pads. 
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the bear with 
two heads... 


STORMIN' “STOVE” 


By John Christy 
Photos by Erick Rickman and Grant Shaw 


yy ar are you building? Whatever it is, 
you can always change your mind— 
if you've done the job right in the first 
place. 

Doug Shaw changed his mind in the mid- 
dle of building up a T-bodied street road- 
ster and wound up with as beautiful a back- 
yard competition road machine as we've ever 
laid eyes on. Although the nearly completed 
package fits in with the international rules 
on what constitutes a sports car, it most 
definitely isn’t the kind of thing you'd turn 
over to mama for a trip down to the super- 
market. 

In fact, the first time Doug took the car 
out in practice he got in way over his head 
and flipped on the fourth turn. This, de- 
spite the fact that the lad was an official and 
charter member of Racing Roadsters, Inc., 
a track roadster association running some of 
the hottest equipment on the West Coasi. 

Doug started the car in 1947 when he 
fan across a '25 Chevrolet block and a re- 
worked °23 Olds three-port head. By the 

(Continued on Page 30) 
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@ Shew’s roadster with the body stripped off 
looks almost exactly like a dirt track car. 


@ Steering is a reworked Franklin unit. Jugs 
are late model Nash Carter side draft units. 
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@ Three exhaust headers empty into a big 


inch tail pipe. Roar is audible for 


STORMIN' "STOVE" scniows 


blocks. 


time he got through putting the two to- 
gether and adding numerous other little 
goodies, Louis Chevrolet, himself, wouldn't 
have recognized the mill. 

Actually, there are two head set-ups for 
the engine. One is a fairly standard Olds 
three-port with Nash rocker arms and the 
usual milling, filling and porting arrange- 
ments. The other head is a single-cam over- 
head unit with a Winfield billet cam riding 
in a Wills-St. Clair cam case on an Olds 
head unit with three intake and four ex- 
haust ports. Either way you take it, the 
thing goes. Both head units have cooling 
systems separate from the block. 

(Continued on Page 57) 


nsmission is a four speed constant-mesh 
from a 1930 Graham adapted to fit Chevy. 
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@ Second head is a single-cam overhead with 
Wills-St. Clair cam case, Olds head, SR jugs. 









Homebuilt 
Road Challenger 


By John Christy 


Photos by Eric Rickman and Bill Southworth 
@ Warren Gerdes leads C-type Jaguar driven 
by Bill Pollack into at turn at Golden Gate. 
@ How far back in a yard can you gef? Car was put fogether in shed behind Martindale's home. 
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@ The car is easily converted fo street trim by the addition of windshield, hubcaps and mufflers. 


FOr the past several months we've been 
dragging the reader around by the hand, 
explaining that the fastest car is only as good 
as the chassis. The trouble is that up until 
now we haven't put any money in the pot. 
This month, however, we are proud to 
present the inner workings of a car that has 


the foreign car road racing set wondering | 


“whither next.” 

The car, like everything else we've featured, 
is strictly a backyard job except for the 
moulded fiberglass body which was made 
by Glasspar, of Costa Mesa, California. 

The chassis, however, is a different matter. 
With the exception of a few mounting 
brackets, the entire unit was welded up from 
two by three-inch 1030 SAE box section steel 
tubing, giving a light but absolutely rigid 
platform on which to hang the running gear, 
engine and body. 

All of the engineering on the car was 
done by Ed Martindale and Ted Mangels, 
both late of Uncle Sam’s armed forces. Again, 
except for the body, all the construction was 
carried out in Ed’s back yard; just about as 
far back as they could go, in fact. 

Basically, the car is built around '39 Ford 
components. All the running gear is "39 
with only minor modifications to compensate 


(Continued on Page 36) 
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SPECIFICATIONS 


Radiator—Lincoln Zephyr 3-inch core—1950 
Chevrolet top tank, modified Ford bottom 
tank. 


Front radius arms—Split and bent with Ford 
truck tie rod ends. 

Steering—1939 Ford with Kurtis Piteman arm 
making 2-4 turns, lock to lock. 

W beels—1939 Ford with 6:00 x 16 tires front 
and 7:00 x 16 rear. 

Steering Wheel—racing type, 3-spoke. 

Sbocks—50-50 Houdaille, adjustable, front 
shocks attach to top of king pin. 

Trans—25-tooth Zephyr with side shift cov- 
er adapted to top shift case. Shift linkage 
is activated by a modfied model “A” cover 
on shaft tunnel. 

Emergency brake—Cut down and modified 
model “A”. 

Engine—284 cu. in. C. T. Ardun Merc. 

Headers—134,” pipe into 3” tube. 

Pedals—Modified -937 Chevrolet. 

Brakes—1¥%" cylinder front and rear making 


@ Ed Martindale welds up special three carb 
180 degree manifold for the Ardun-Merc mill. 


50-50 braking. Backing plates are scooped 
and drilled for cooling. Drums are 
drilled with 15 ome-inch holes in each 
drum, also for cooling. 

Seats—Buckets made of fiberglas. 

Reer end—1939 Ford with drive 
chopped, 3:78 ratio at present. 

Gas tank—1939 Ford, 17 Gal. 

Springs—Main leaf shortened to help elimi- 
mate side sway. Four leaves removed from 
each spring to acquire proper arch. 

Fuel pumps—Two Stewart-Warners in par- 
allel. 

Frame—2” x 3” 1030 SAE steel, wt. of bare 
frame—180 Ibs. 

Body—New Glasspar design with moulded- 
in fite wall and floor section, wt. approx- 
mately 270 Ibs. 

Front stabilizer—from 1941 Ford adapted 
to fit. 

Rear stabilizer—Dodge tie rod adapted to fit 
Ford suspension. 

@ Martindale (left) and Mangels conduct a 

dyno test at Harman-Collins, showing 230 bhp. 
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@ X-ray view shows layout of the Mameco chassis, Ardun-Merc engine and remote shift inside body. 
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MATERIAL EXCEPT AS SHOWN | 
2x3 BOX SECTION 
1030 SAE STEEL TUBING 





@ Plan view shows dimensions and layout of the bare box-section tube frame. Unit is extremely rigid. 





@ Engine in car caught fire the first time © Only external cosvolty of fire wes the loc 
out but flames couldn't damage fiberglas hood. quer on the hood which was badly blistered. 





© Transmission is a remote controlled unit with side-shift cover on top of early-model top-shift case. 


= ee 
@ Special 180 degree intake manifold is one 
of the secrets of the flexibility of Ardun. 


@ Melted down and charred air-horn of Strom- 
berg carburetor shows heat generated by fire. 


(Continued from Page 33) 
for the light weight and requirements of 
fast competition handling. Wheels, brakes, 
spindles, springs, rear end and front axle all 
came from Henry’s pre-war product. The 
steering sector also is ‘39, with a Kurtis pit- 
man arm which allows a steering ratio of two 
and a half turns from lock to lock. 

The frame, as we mentioned above, is 
welded up from straight lengths of box sec- 
tion tubing. In general plan, the layout dif- 
fers very little from the standard early-model 
Ford layout. Basically,.the frame is a com- 
bination box and X-braced unit of exceptional 
stiffness. With the new-type Glasspar body 
in place there is no movement either side- 
ways or in an up-and-down direction. Due 
to the tube construction, there is almost no 
twisting, even under the most severe condi- 
tions on rough courses or tight corners. 

Part of this stiffness can be credited to 
the new body. Unlike earlier models, the 
new type unit is cast with an integral floor- 
board and firewall. So stiff is this body, says 
Mangels, that it can be balanced over a 
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single sawhorse with the doors shut. Held in 


this position the doors can be opened and 


closed without binding. 

One of the most interesting gimmicks 
used on the car is the transmission layout. In 
a low-silhouette car, orfe of the problems of 
the builder is to get enough leg room and at 
the same time to keep the shift lever within 
reach of the driver. With the short Ford 
transmission this becomes a real problem 
unless a wheel shift system is used. 

On the English Allard the problem is 
solved by means of a dummy shift lever 
connected by means of a single articulated 
rod to the stub lever on top of the gearbox. 
Mangels and Martindale went this idea one 
better. They used the '39 top-shift box, 
equipped with 25-tooth Zephyr gears and 
adapted a side-shift cover to fit. This ar- 
rangement gave them a top-shift box con- 
trolled by means of two short levers. A 
dummy shift fever made up of a Model A 
gearbox cover was welded to the shaft tunnel 
and connected by means of two rods to the 

(Continued on Page 58) 
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@ Gerdes leads the way in front of Masten 
Gregory in C Jogvar, winner at Golden Gate. 


@ Car slides around turns absolutely fiat, 
with no tendency to dive at front wheels. 
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© Coupe is strictly for competition, runs sans radiator, water transfer tubes handling coolant liquid. 


GOING ‘34 CHOP-TOP 


Text and Photos by Jack Baldwin 


PROOF that a competition car need not be 
a bucket of bolts nor look like a dented 
tar bucket is Ray Hutton’s and Jack Hand’s 
competition coupe. 

For looks, the Hutton and Hand °34 Ford 
coupe could give a lot of street coupes and 
sedans a run for the money in spite of the 
fact that it has been clocked at El Mirage 
at 137 miles per hour. The owners, both of 
Long Beach, started with a 1934 Ford body 
and frame. They chopped it four inches, 
channeled it six inches, and sprayed it a. 
vermillion red. A "32 Ford front axle with 
a five-inch drop plus 5:00 x 16 tires in front 
with 7:00 x 16's in the rear give the speedy 
little job the appearance of a bull with its 
head lowered, and rarin’ to go. 

The speedster has door handles but they 
are all on the inside. Big chrome hubs and 


beauty rings aid streamlinifig and add beauty. 

Hutton, a 25 year old body and fender 
man at Arnold Brothers in Long Beach, and 
Hand, a 26 year old Remington Rand add- 
ing machine mechanic, spent many hours in a 
Long Beach garage weekends and burning the 
midnight oil making the 280 cubic inch, ’48 
Mercury engine into a real power plant. They 
stroked it an eighth of an inch, increased the 
bore an eighth over stock, relieved it and 
ported it, and slipped in a 282 Smith cam. 
Equipped with Evans heads, the power plant 
builds up a nine to one compression ratio. The 
pistons are Novi. A flywheel whittled down 
to 17 pounds saves much of the go for the 
rear wheels. 

When the sun shines. bright it shines 
mighty bright on three capped model “97” 

(Continued on Page 40) 


HONK! 








: 
§ 
e 
' 
4 
: 
= 
a 
i | 
j 
: 
; 


@ Hand runs coupe 


(Continued from Page 38) 
Ford pot which breath their gassy fumes 
into an Evans intake manifold. The gas is 
set afire by a converted 59A Ford igniter 
system. The exhaust is blasted out through 
twin headers pointed out and down almost 


midway between the wheels. 

Early in its history the shell and radiator 
were jerked off and replaced by a transfer 
tube. 

Asked if they had ever had the 1650 pound 
coupe rated for horsepower, Hand replied, 
“Nope, been too busy working on it to take 
the time.” 

The front wheels and steering are °40 
Ford equipped with spindles of the same year 
and make. Brakes are hydraulic. 


on either gasoline or fuel. This tank is for fuel; gas tank is hidden in rear deck. 


The rear end is stock ’34 Ford with a 
3:54 gear ratio, the transmission is °35 
Ford with Lincoln gears. 

To take out the bounce the builders added 
tubular shocks all the way around. 

In addition to the body and engine work, 
the boys have reworked the control room 
removing the seat and replacing it with an 
aircraft bucket seat complete with safety belt. 
A diagonally braced roll bar is another safety 
installation. The driver can observe engine 
and car performance by reading an Auburn 
instrument panel equipped with Stewart-War- 
ner gauges. 

The competition cleanie is equipped to 
run on either gasoline or alcohol. A seven 
gallon gas tank is filled through a chrome 


@ Dropped front end coupled with large tires on rear gives coupe rake forward for best handling. 





filler cap located on the right rear deck. The 
alcohol fuel is carried in a five gallon pres- 
sure tank to the right of the seat in the 
driver’s compartment. Directly beneath the 
driver's right elbow and upright for easy ac- 
cess and good leverage, the two builders have 
planted their pressure pump. 

Like most rods, the vermillion coupe prob- 
ably never will be finished for its two own- 
ers are now revamping it for the summer drag 
races at Santa Ana and Pomona in hopes of 
setting a modified coupe record. 

Whether trailing its tow car down the 
highway or leading the competition down 
the drag strip, Hutton’s and Hand’s vermil- 
lion competition coupe has earned itself the 
title of a “Real Cleanie.” 


| Wg —" 
@ Owner Hand checks over the carburetion 
on the 280 cubic-inch Evans equipped Merc. 
@ Coupe is channeled the depth of the frame and chopped four inches, giving it a low frontal area. 
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CANADIAN 
CUSTOM 


Text and Photos by Hugh Rose 


After, 
Canuck Style 


shy 


@ Ford's stock face was lifted and replaced with simple ‘51 Cana- 
dian Meteor grille, frenched headlights and blanked out nose. 


@ Fender gas flap was filled-in. Filler spout is now situated in 
trunk, which features hydraulic lifts for opening and closing. 





"Ba 


@ Backs of front seats were built up 7-in. before upholstering interior in red and cream leather. 


HINK the custom enthusiasts over the extremely good workmanship and attracts a 

north border don’t know what's happen- tremendous amount of attention up around 
ing when it comes to restyling ingenuity? Vancouver, British Columbia, where quality 
Then feast your eyes over George Fazacker- jobs such as this are not the most common 
ley’s "50 Ford club coupe. This one reflects sight around the local avenues. 

The first step George took if customizing 
his metallic maroon club coupe, was the in- 
stallation of a Continental kit and lowering} 
the rear end with 214 inch lowering blocks. 
Following this, the hood was blanked out 
and sides of the car dechromed. Headlights 
were frenched out and, replacing the 1950 
Ford grille, a 1951 Canadian Meteor grille 
was installed. 

‘All body seams were filled, and corners 
of the hood and doors were rounded to en- 
hance the effect of a body panel. The gas 
tank filler spout was placed inside the trunk 
then the outside was welded-in, to become a 
permanent part of the fender. 

In‘ order to provide easy access to the 
gas tank filling spout, two hydraulic lifts were 
obtained from a 1948 Buick convertible and 
installed in the rear trunk aperture. The hy- 
draulic pump was installed in the well which 

(Continued on Page 63) 


@ Fenders were extended 11 inches which adds 
over-all length appeal, and gives chromed 
Continental kit a more “built-in” appearance. 





@ Swing axle housing is installed in position. Foreground shows all axle’s components exposed; 
stockmodel “A” differential cage with spider gears, new machined spool, “U joint and F-1 axle. 


Finish machinework 
on the Swing Axle 


By Bob Behme 


Here’s How- 


F our readers remember, last month we 
promised: “component parts of the 


swing axle will be covered in such a way 
that a reader can take a bushel basket of parts 
to any machine shop and tell the man ‘Do 


it’ and it shall be done.” 


This month Joe Goss had reached this 
point. The axle assembly was now ready 
for final installation into the axle housing. 
He assembled the various components into 
their proper sequence to check the assembly 


procedure. (Photo No. 1). 
a At the center of the unit was the dif- 
ferential cage with the stock spider gears re- 


moved. Next to the differential cage was 
the newly machined spool which would fit 
into the cage and replace the spider glass. 
Next to the spool was the universal joint 


HONK! 





which Joe had made. Beside this was the ma- 
chined F-1 axle. 

To make the spool (Photo #2), Joe used 
4130 chrome-moly for both segments. He 
first cut a 9 inch length of 1.250 diameter 
stock. The ends of the length were cham- 
fered and center drilled. This formed the 
cross section of the spool: the stub axles. 

When this was completed the larger cen- 
ter section of the spool was rough cut 2% 
inches in width from 214 inch diameter 
stock. This was then center drilled and a 
hole was bored through the section which 
was just large enough in diameter to take 
the stub axle in a press fit. A 4 inch deep 
chamfer was cut into this hole to provide 
space for a solid weld when joining the two 
components. 

The chamfer completed, Joe placed the 
arc-welder at its hottest setting and welded 
the two pieces together at the chamfer. When 
it was completed he took the spool to the 
heat treaters to have the internal stresses 
which the arc-welding had set up removed. 

When the spool came back from the heat 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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@ Joe used 4130 chrome-moly material for beth 
segments when making the spool or stub axle. 


@ End of axle housing is machined to fit con- 
tour of ‘41 Lincoln backing plate assembly. 
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@ Backing plate retainer bolts will be removed and replaced with studs to hold the safety hub. 


BUILDING A DRAGSTER Part Ill continved 


treaters the outer ends of the stub axles were 
turned down to their finished size of 1.180 
inch diameter. The diameter of the center 
section was left at 234 inches and the width 
“was turned down to a final measurement of 
2.280 inches. 

The cut was turned down the sides of the 
center section to the stub axle and at 


that point the center section was rounded off 
to the stub, on a radius of 4% inch to pro- 
vide a gradual lip which would have less 
chance of cracking. 

The stub axles were then splined at the 
1.180 inch diameter, with a standard 6-cut 
spline to match the diameter and spline size 

(Continued on Page 48) 


@ .Two rear spring hanger “ears” were cut from 3/16” chrome-moly and bent fo hold spring leaves. 









Be te 


eS 
© Installed, the spring hanger “ears” form flat surface on top of the center section to hold springs. 
@ Springs will come over hangers from side fo side. Plate will bolt over leaves to hangers. 








a, 


» a 


@ The fop plate tentatively installed. Holes were cut to match those of the spring hangers. 


BUILDING A DRAGSTER Part Ill <ontinve 


of the universal joint which Joe planned to 
use. At the end of the stock Ford driveshaft, 
as it is inserted into the U-joint, is a hole 


which has been tapped and threaded. As 
the shaft is positioned, a washer and cap 
screw are inserted through the U-joint to 
hold the unit in final position. 

Joe liked the idea of this arrangement and 
to keep it on his axle he drilled a 1% inch 
deep hole with a Q drill in each end of the 


stub axle. He tapped the hole with a 4-24. 


thread. 

The differential cage was then taken apart 
and the spool inserted. The cage was then 
reassembled around the spool. On the ex- 
terior, of the cage are several holes which go 
through the walls of the cage into the cen- 
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ter. These holes are used, stock, to provide 
methods for retaining the spider shaft. Joe 
planned to make use of them to hold the 
spool. 

He bored through the holes into the spool, 
using a 17/32 drill and going about 4 inch 
into the spool. The holes were then threaded 
wi'/1 ¥g-11 threads. He inserted a %-11 
threaded pin through retaining holes into 
the spool. The pin had a flush slotted head. 
This allowed the pin to be secured into the 
spool so that it could be driven below the 
contour of the cage. The pin was then 
punched to lock it in position. 

While work was progressing on the spool 
the stock F-1 Ford axle was sent to the 

(Continued on Page 50) 
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@ A template must be made for a new radius end to fit the changed axle housing contours. 
@ The thin sheet metal template is fitted fo the axle housing to check size and position. 





ie anid te eae end aged Dic teetiaten reagth. Spouse we wbhed fer deevenns. 


BUILDING A DRAGSTER Part Wl continves 


machine shop. (Photo #1). 6% inches 
were cut off the splined end of the axle and 
the cut end turned down to match the di- 
ameter of the stub axles (1.180). This end 
too was to be splined with a 6-spline. 

The axle was turned down along a length 
of 7 inches. This was necessary to allow 
room for the spline, a new bearing and the 
grease seal. The bearing which Joe installed 
on this section of the axle is a Torrington 
Needle Shell bearing. 

This completed work on the axle and Joe 
could now turn his attention to the outer 


edge of the axle housing. He made a pre- 
liminary installation of the 12 inch, 1941 
Lincoln braking assembly which he planned 
to use. (Photo #3). Since the end of the 
axle housing had been machined to fit the 
countour of the braking assembly there were 
no installation troubles. 

On the inner side of the backing plate as- 
sembly, at the point where the assembly was 
fitted to the axle housing, there is a pro- 
trusion or lip. This was constructed to ac- 
cept a Safety-hub spacer which Joe will 
construct ‘next. (Continued on Page 65) 


of radius rod is made from F-8 Ford truck tie rod end bolted to frame rail. 
HONK! 








HUNDREDS OF HUNDREDS OF 


TL DA Mia URES 


Grilles, decks, fenders, interiors . . . to 
add the last touch to your hot rod or custom 
job. Take styling ideas from classics, to- 
day’s best customs, Eurdpe’s design master- 
pieces, America’s cars of tomorrow as seen 
through the eyes of outstanding designers. 
Dream up your own individual design from 
the fabulous models in “DREAM CARS” 
—available now at your newsstand or direct 
from the publisher. 
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MORE HELPFUL BOOKS 


HOT ROD YOUR CAR—the 
easy way, by first knowing the Free 
methods that have proved to be 
the best—by getting the com- 
plete “how-to-do-it” picture for 
every type of car from this 
diagram and photo-packed book. 






mee RESTYLE YOUR CAR — 
Dreaming of a beautiful cus- 
tom job? Here’s how and where 
to start, and what to use .. . 
all the newest techniques and 
materials — the latest ideas — 
even a novel cut-out section to 
style your car on paper! 




















5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Enclosed is $........ RE books at 85c each 

{includes postage & handling). $1.00 in Canada 
HOT ROD YOUR CAR [7 RESTYLE YOUR CAR 
DREAM CARS SPEED & SPORT 
HOW TO BUY A CAR HOT RODS 
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street 
Other famous Trend Books listed on coupon avail- 


able on direct order only, as supply is limited! 





i el td nial 


city zone state 
ON YOUR NEWSSTAND NOW- 
OR ORDER DIRECT TODAY 





The present rude manner of 


Gasoline Merchandising with no system 
of exchange for gas or oil must end. 


The vacation is over. 


For window shopping, gossiping, 
and generally taking the mind off the 
fretful business of driving is this 


“Roto-Top special.” 
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BE REDESIGNED 
TO SUIT THEM 
AS DO THEIR 
CLOTHES 
AND FURNITURE. 


AND FOR 

THE MEN- 

A PLACE TO 
HIDE TILLTHE 
WHOLE THING 
BLOWS OVER. 
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With present models so 
unflattering, a car that will 
“do something for the girls” 
is a must. Here’s one— 
stylish, daring, and 
available in 4 sizes. 







TPE 


Can You Imagine— 
ONE car for all 

four seasons, morning, 
afternoon, and evening. 
Here we present one 
solution—chassis 

plus a fairly 

complete wardrobe. 
Now in the works 

is a reversible 

model in case 

the traffic should 

reveal some girl 

with identical 
car body. 

















MILLER’S CUSTOM 
RACING KIT 


140 MPH, Standing Start 
14, mile with this assembly. © 


Forged True Pistons — New 
Rods—Fit and Aligned—New 
Grant or P.C. Rings—New Pins, 
Diamond Bored—New Crank— 
Faced, Polished — Stroked 34 
Ground Mains—Allen Plugs In- 
stalled —Mains—Electronically 
Balanced. Complete, Ready 
$304 


Same assembly with stroked 
shaft, not faced and pol- 
i $239.50 


All Parts Guaranteed New 


MILLER’S RACING CRANKS 
16429 Lakewood Blvd. 
Bellflower, Calif. 

ME, 3-5129 


“SHOC-SHELL” 
PROTECTIVE HELMETS 
Proven safest and finest by 
drivers in all fields of racing. 
Speedway (no visor) 
Style “‘B’’ (no visor) Postpaid 
(primer finish) 
Style ‘‘A’’ (illustrated) $31. 50 
JOHN W. LOHRENZ 
4417 E. Anaheim St., Long Beach 4, Calif. 


GMC e@ CHEVROLET e 12 PORT HEADS 


FOR 220 TO 330 CU. IN. ENGINES 


Also—cams, menlfolds, a hi igh" com- com- 
pression — tubul we 
valve covers, etc. sagen ay ches 
Catalog—30 pages—60 wicheone Ge 
WA FG. C 


INE A M oO. 
1023 E. BROADWAY, GLENDALE 5, CALIF. 
PHONE CITRUS 1-9489 


SEND FOR THIS GIANT 
Tae oe oa 


and S$ 
New 1953 Edition. ar — air aeeiee 
with 50,000 Bargains on Auto Parts, 
Hollywood Accessories, Hi - Speed 
Parts, Engines, etc. For all cars & 
trucks. Send 25c (Refundable) 

J. C. WHITNEY & CO. 
1917M33 Archer Av., Chicago 16, Ill. 





RACING’S BIG WHEEL 
(Continued from page 23) 
type discs which requires wheels with dif- 
ferent hub widths if narrower tread width 
is preferred. 

Not being content with mediocrity, Ted 
is continually experimenting with his prod- 
uct, testing, re-working, strengthening and 
lowering the costs. All magnesium wheels 
made by Halibrand must withstand three to 
four tons of thrust pressure, which is more 
than three times the pressure needed in 
wheels designed for your car. 

All magnesium wheels sold have to un- 
dergo Magnaflux tests to detect cracks or 
weak spots. But by using the highest 
quality metals obtainable, plus doing all his 
own casting, grinding, finishing and polish- 
ing, parts rejections are kept at a very low 
level. Halibrand wheels are from %e inch 
to % inch thick in the rib section, and 
from %e6 inch to % inch thick in the hub or 
flange area. Weight of the Indianapolis type 
wheel runs from 15 pounds for the front 
wheels to 17 pounds for the rear wheels. 
Sport car wheels average approximately 13 
to 14 pounds per. 

Widths run from 5.00 or 5.50, to 6.00 
or 6.50. This year as an added safety feature, 
giving the ever faster cars more rubber 
on the bricks, most Indy machines ran with 
the new seven inch wide rear wheels using 
last year’s 6.50’s on the front. 

Sports car, midget and roadster wheels 
cost from $40.00 to $50.00 each, while the 
larger Indy wheels run from $55.00 to 
$75.00 as compared to the $100.00 to 
$135.00 for the serrated English Rudge type 
wheels. 

In 1948 when the racing fraternity began 
to experience difficulties with differential 
failures, Ted resumed work on a quick- 
change rear end that he had developed just 
before World War II. His first produc- 
tion was just the center sections for model 
A and V-8 sprint cars, midgets and road- 
sters. When owners and drivers prevailed 
upon him to start making a complete rear 
end assembly, he set to work and engineered 
a complete quick-change rear end, and a 
2-inch tubular steel alloy axle. These proved 
fairly successful in the 1949 five-hundred- 
miler, although some difficulty was experi- 

(Continued on page 56) 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 9) 


of art. We liked them, too. But then there 
are also the folks who'd rather play with a 
Duesenberg, L-Series Cord, Pierce Arrow or 
early-day Lincoln than come within spittin’ 
distance of a Packard. It takes all types to 
make an automotive world.—Ed. 


WALLOP 
Dear Sirs: 

I have just read my first copy of HONK! 
It may be a small book but it sure packs 
a wallop. I have been reading all the other 
Magazines on cars and now, HONK! I 
think they're all great. 

I would like to see more articles like “T 
Bar T Truck.” How about an article on 
locked rear ends, “how-to-do-it” for guys like 
me who run stock cars. Also I would like 
to see something on converting mechanical 
brakes to hydraulic brakes with possibly a 
few pictures or drawings included. I’m sure 
it would help a great many fellows like my- 
self, who aren’t expert mechanics. 

Yours truly, 
Robert Stover 
Wauwatosa 13, Wis. 


You're thinking right along with us. We're 
trying to cram as much really usable infor- 
mation into these pages as we can and still 
satisfy everybody. You'd be surprised at the 
variety of material folks want to see. We'd 
like to satisfy everybody each time but there 
just isn’t room, so just be patient, Bob, and 
we'll have a locked rear end for you in a 
month or two and maybe a brake conversion 
story, too.—Ed. 
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MAKE YOUR INTEREST 
IN CARS PAY on 
oe 


MAKE THE 
MONEY 
YOuU’vE 
ALWAYS 
WANTED 


LEARN 


AUTO MECHANICS 


MOTOR TUNE-UP mechanics’ a oueset 


BY SHOP-METHOD HOME TRAINING 


LET NATIONAL SCHOOLS of Los Angeles, a 
practical Resident Technical Trade School 
for almost 50 years, train 
you for today’s unlimited 

opportunities in Auto- /}ji 
Diesel. Mail coupon now. 


BIGGEST DEMAND IN HISTORY FOR TRAINED 
MECHANICS. Never before such an opportunity! 
Millions of cars need service and repair jobs, in- 
cluding hot rods and sport cars! Thousands of 
mechanics required for defense industry. Better 
pay than ever! Get the facts. Mail coupon below 
at once. 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS gives 

you all these tools of your © 
trade, including this all-metal 
tool box. They’re part of your 
course...YOURS TO KEEP! 
ATTENTION MEN GOING INTO THE SERVICE SOON! 
National Schools can help you get into special 
service classifications. Means higher grade and 


pay! 




















a tia:1010). #8 Approved for 
Wiigimeshii 8 G.I. Training 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


Technical Trade Training Since 1905 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 

In Canada: 193 E. Hastings St., Vancouver, B.C, 

Both Resident & Home Study Courses Offered 


SEND NO MONEY—MAIL THIS COUPON NOW! 


Mailin 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. D-1E-93 . 
4000 South Figueroa Street envelope 


t 
Los Angeles 37, California ounuioned 


Mail me FREE the book “My Future in Auto- 
motive and Allied Mechanics” and the sample 
lesson. I understand there's no obligation and 
no salesman will call. 

DORE epeecsssied sctictininnipniscerasiatianiainina nie 
ADDRESS. 

CBD neice oii OR SEE 
(CO Check here if released from Service less than four years age 


CO Check here if interested in Resident Training at Los Angeles 
An SE NN AR GG ETN OY on See cee 


55 










ane ee eee ean ee ee 





The time Is now... 


—to buy those twin exhaust sets | 


Complete Header Sets—Ford & Merc 
All years and models 


Olds 1949-53; Linc 1949-51; Stude 1951-52. .$47.75 
Cadi 1950-51 


Ford & Merc Dual Muffler Sets. Ali Years. ...$17.50 


*Ford & Merc Lip Type Fender Skirts, 49-53. .$8.75 | 


*Chev & Ply Lip Type Fender Skirts, 35-53. ..$8.75 


WE MAKE 
CLUB PLATES 
FOR YOUR CARS 

HEADERS ALONE: $18.75 


AUTO 
SUPPLY 


2930 Wilshire Bivd., Santa Monica, Calif. 


HOT ROD TROPHIES 
Made by the makers of the famous Hollywood 
"Oscar." Discounts to clubs. Write to 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA TROPHY (CO. 
860-K s. Flower St., Los Angeles 17, Calif. 


i ei 
FINEST POWER and RACING EQUIPMENT 


Increase Power ond Mileage with High Performance | 


STUDEBAKER - 
CHEVROLET - MERCURY 
an@®— Send for COMPLETE CATALOG only 25¢ 


Heods and Dual Manifolds... 


SAN FLRNANDO RD. LOS ANGELES 65 


For a aT 
seston Yor Kighwoy rr 


| Engineering Co. is 
FORD | 





RACING’S BIG WHEEL 
(Continued from page 54) 


| enced with the 2-inch tube. In 1950 a 


newer assembly was further strengthened, by 
the use of the now proven 3-inch tube. 

“Ranging in price from $129.00 for a 
Model “A” center section to $1225.00 for 
a complete Indianapolis assembly, they have 


| become the most popular in use today. 


Constantly seeking to help owners and 
drivers make the speed paths safer, Hali- 
brand started experimenting with a small, 
spot-type disc brake which frequently is used 


| on aircraft of the lighter variety. Finally a 


50% deposit on all C.O.D.’s. | 


Free Gift in Every Order! | 
| cylinders, discs and the drive plates. The 


| only parts 


Everything's 
a steal at | 


successful set was fabricated. He completely 
produced the unit including the hydraulic 


being obtained from _ outside 
sources were the rubber connecting hoses 
and the brake lining discs. The drive plate 
of this new disc brake is made of cast 
aluminum, the disc of steel, and the bearing 


| cages of magnesium. 


This new Halibrand creation, more than 


| passed its baptism of fire during the Me- 


morial Day battle of 1952 while in use on 
the Keck Special. Also attesting to the suc- 
cess of disc brakes is the 1950 Indy winner, 


| Johnny Parsons. During last year’s cham- 


pionship race at Milwaukee, Parsons’ throttle 


| stuck while his big car barreled full bore 
| down the back stretch, he attributes his re- 
| markable escape from near disaster to the 


wheel-locking stop provided by his spot- 
type disc brake. An interesting feature of 


| this brake is that the lining is only 3 inches 
| in diameter. Lining replacement is relatively 
| simple, the lining cage assembly can be re- 
| moved from disc without removing wheel. 


Another 1952 innovation of the Halibrand 
the cast alloy front 
spindles, which are proving better than the 
metal forgings formerly used. They were 
successfully tried in 1952, on cars driven 
by Johnny McDowell and Henry Banks as 
well as many A.A.A. championship com- 
petitor’s machines. 

Coming a long way since he and room- 
mate Johnny Parsons got along on wieners 
and beans in the early thirties, Ted Halibrand 
has become the country’s foremost builder 
of racing gear for Indianapolis, sprint car, 
midget, roadster, lakester, dragster, stream- 
liner and sport car conversions. 


HONK! 








STORMIN’ “STOVE” 
(Continued from page 31) 


The engine was equipped with a dry sump 
oil system driven by a Pesco aircraft pump. 
A Crosley water pump circulates the cool- 
ant liquid. The electrical system is a German 
Bosch unit combining generator and distribu- 
tor in one case. 

In order to make sure things don’t come 
unglued at embarrassing moments, every line 
and fitting is of aircraft quality. Carburetion 
is by means of two Nash Carter side draft 
jugs feeding into the threeport manifold. 
Homemade headers feed exhaust gases into 
a super-large three-inch exhaust pipe. 

All this power gear was gotten ready to put 
into a single-rail tube frame which was to 
form the base for a street roadster. The road- 
ster, as originally planned, was to be the 
standard type of ’25 T except for one thing. 


This exception was a set of sparkling, | 


chromed Dayton racing knock-off wheels. 
Despite the distance Doug had gone along 
the roadster route, he killed the project in 
the middle and started afresh. 

Pulling things all apart, Doug lowered the 
frame and stiffened it by adding a second, 
smaller rail a few inches above the main rails. 
Three hefty chrome-moly body formers were 
bridged from rail to rail adding considerable 
torsional strength. The Ford suspension unit 
and Dayton hubs and wheels were salvaged 
from the roadster and mounted on the new 
chassis. 

Brakes on the car are real hybrids, being 
a combination of ’40 Ford shoes and *41 Lin- 
coln drums drilled for ventilation and light- 
ness. Spindles are, like the shoes, 40 Ford. 

(Continued on page 64) 





“How does it fit?’ 
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CUSTOM, POWER, SPEED 
CU ee 


Send for yours today! $1.00 
will bring you the most com- 
plete parts and equipment 
catalog ever printed. Hun- 
dreds of photographs show- 
ing speed, power and cus- 
tom conversion items that every hot rod 
owner and racing enthusiast should know 
about! Mail $1.00 today and receive your 
catalog postpaid. 


REAR DECK LATCH KIT 


This little kit will solve your 
problem of “how to do it’ 
in smoothing off your rear 
trunk deck lid. Rear deck is 
opened from inside the car, 
in the same manner as late 
model hood releases. Com- 
plete kit includes instruction 
and diagrams. Use ordinary hand tools. 
Very simple. At this price you can’t 
pass it up. Postpaid, $2.00 


101—36-49 Ford 103—51 Ford 
101—39-48 Merc. 104—49-51 G.M. 
102—50 Ford 105—49-51 Merc. 


Mail to Dept. HK-9 


REZIMYER SOx 


16420 Ventura Bivd., Encino (LA), Calif. 








ALL ITEMS ADVERTISED IN 
HONK! AVAILABLE AT ZIMMER’S 


% Racing Equipment 
te Engine Rebuilding 
% Clay Smith Cams 


& Parts & Supplies 
2612 E. Spring Street 


Long Beach, Calif. Phone 4-4663 


TOWELS 


12 Assorted Colors ONLY $400 
Money Back 





Guarantee, Order Now 
MURRAY HILL HOUSE, Dept. 86-A 
Csounn 157 East 31st St., New York 16, N. Y. 
fers’ Inquiries | 









SPEE D-POWER 


HUGE 1953 CATALOG 
KYa03 up 10 50: e 


JUST OUT! Write for Big Hot Rod 
Picture an seened with 
savings on lywood Mufflers, 
Exhaust Systems, Dual Manifolds, 
Racing Cams, Heads, Stock Car 
Parts, Chrome “Dress-Up” Acces- 
sories, etc. 1000's of Nems 
for ALL CARS. PLUS... 


SEND FOR FREE “E-Z” 
side I eee al 


.-- Easy-to-use pockel chart 
shows how to SPEED TUNE Your 
Car for maximum Power, Speed 
& Economy! SAVES $$$._Also in- 
cludes Championship SOUPING 
ALL TIPS for Road or Track. 


ALL FOR ONLY 25¢ ppd. 


Ce aah 
TUNE-UP 
CHART 


PT TTT) 


CIRCULAR 


STL Sanit 


Milford 9K, Pa. 


Y’* DRIVE 


SOCKET SET 
Made up from Proto, 
Snap-on, SK and other 
TOP BRANDS 
All New—All Perfect 


Every Piece Guaranteed 





BARGAIN 













Yo” DRIVE | 14” set includes steel case, 15 sockets 
$43 95 from “jg” te 114”, drep forged re- 
. versible ratchet, speed handie, 15” 


flexible hinge handle, and two exten- 
sinaihacend sion bars. ALL PARTS ARE PLATED. 


MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED IN 15 DAYS 


VOGEL TOOL COMPANY 
11600 W. Pice Bivd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 


Cae 
EQUIPMENT CORP 











Every part is new and guaranteed. The 








PLASTIC POWERHOUSE 
(Continued from page 37) 


levers on top of the actual transmission. 
Shifting is quick, positive and smooth, with 
no danger that a broken clevis pin will put 
the car out of action. 

Although just about any Merc engine could 
be used to power this package, Mangels, 
Martindale and Bill Tritt, owner of Glasspar 
and of the car, decided on a C-T Automotive 
Ardun Merc, similar to the C-T track engine, 
but bored and stroked to give a total of 284 
cubic inches. This potent mill has been dyna- 
mometer tested 2nd shown to produce well 
over 230 horsepower on gasoline. This com- 
pares quite favorably with tests run on flat- 
head Mercs set up for alcohol-nitro fuels. 

With all this power on tap and coupled 
with the light (1900 Ibs.) weight of the car, 
tremendous acceleration characteristics are to 
be expected. The expectation was proved at a 
recent race at Golden Gate Park when War- 
ren Gerdes, who drove the car its first two 
times out, laid a strip of rubber some 200 
feet long in each of the lower gears and a 
comparatively short strip of about half that 
length in high when pulling out of the pits. 
At Pebble Beach, a month earlier, there wasn’t 
a car on the course that could match it for 
sheer torque. 

At the latter event, Gerdes was lapping the 
pack in the novice race when a float pin 
dropped out of one of the carburetors. The 
resultant spewing of gasoline on hot header 
pipes caused a fire that melted the carburetors 
down into charred potmetal. This wrote finis 
to Gerdes’ hopes of a clean win that particu- 
lar day. 

Mangels and Martindale are ironing such 
bugs out of the car. Like every other competi- 
tion machine, this one has teething problems 
which are annoying but not too serious. If 
things work out right the two backyard engi- 
neers plan to set up shop and build their 
competition chassis for public sale under the 
mame of “Mameco.” Currently they have an 
arrangement with Tritt to build chassis for 
Glasspar customers who don’t have the place 
or the time to build their own. 

Whatever happens to the commercial side 
of the picture, the two lads have one piece 
of equipment that is bound to be heard from. 
This car just purely goes. 
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“Continental Conversion” by Dick Day 
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CLASSIC 
FIVE 
WINDOW 


HEN Vince Ballardo began to restore 

and customize his '34 five window, his 
desires were not for the radical chopped and 
channeled type, but rather an immaculately 
clean little job that, investmentwise, would 
fit the pocketbook. 


@ Interior displays meticulous workman- With this in mind, Vince left the body 
ship. Door hardware is all ‘53 Chrysler. completely stock except for a few innova- 


@ Conservative rake was derived by removing two leaves from Ford‘s front spring. 
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tions that added to the car’s clean exterior. 
The hood was reworked to the extent of 
solid side panels that sport two rows of 
stamped louvers each. The top of the hood 
is likewise louvered. DeSoto bumpers, '37 
vintage, were installed both fore and aft and 
the stock taillights replaced with °39 Ford 
teardrops. Kelsey-Hayes wheels took the place 
of the 17-in. spoke stockers and are mounted 
with 6:00 x 16 tires at the front and 7:00 
x 16 to the rear. Not completely satisfied 
with the forward slant of the car, Vince 
removed two leaves from the front spring 
and achieved a very nice conservative rake. 

While various trim components such as 
grille, windshield frame, hood handles, etc. 
were out being re-chromed, the exterior 
received a beautiful jet-black paint job fol- 
lowed by some distinguishing bright yellow 
painted flames escaping from the louvers in 
the hood. 

Inside, the little jewel is a masterpiece of 
pleasant surroundings. On the glitter side 
it has chromed window frames all around, 
steering column and assorted dash goodies. 
Contrasting with this is a complete padded 
and pleated custom upholstering job, done 
up in red and tan genuine leather with a 
matching floor rug . . . no less! 







Text by Dick Day 


Photos by 
Eric Rickman 
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@ Merc sports Offie heads, Weiand mani- 
fold. Flex hose used with stock radiator. 


Under the flaming hood nestles a °46 
Mercury block carrying 285 potent cubic 
inches. Three Stromberg “97” jugs are 
perched atop a Weiand intake manifold, 
while Offenhauser 9 to 1 heads supply the 
compression. Concealed on the inner-side 
is an Iskenderian 101.4 cam and a set of 
Jahns racing slugs. Ignition is Kong. The 
floor shift transmission has Zephyr gears, 
while the rear end carries a 4-11 ratio. 

Vince spent twelve months of spare time 
work to package his small “five window 
gem” to its present-day status. His reward is 
owning a car that’s an eye-stopper wherever 
he goes and why not? It has flames yet! 


© Stock lines were retained but dressed up 
by adapting DeSoto bumpers, solid hood. 
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When suyinc CHROME 


Ford—Mercury—Chevrolet 


Carburetors 
Fuel Pumps 
Water Pumps 
Generators 
Shock Absorbers 
Air Cleaners 
Oil Breather Caps 
Fuel Pump Adapters 
Fuel Filters 
And 


Custom Carburetors—Especially Engineered 
and Dynamometer Tested—For Use with 
Nitro-Methane 


Always Specify Those Manufactured 


Your Guarantee of Quality 
and Service. See your 
Nearest Dealer. 





roducts company 
_ 1762-6 8G. FLOWER ST. © LOS ANGELES 15 
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HERE'S A REAL DOLLAR'S WORTH... 


Dollars don’t go far these days, but a buck 
spent on these 4 back issues of Honk! will 
bring you hours of great reading. Get the 
issues you've missed at 25c each (no charge 
for ) or start a Honk! collection by 
sending all 4—but order today while 
they're still available! 


HONK! MAGAZINE 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is $........ for the following issues 
25¢ each: 
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IN COLOR—ANY DESIGN : 
New method—more visible — more = 
durable —less expensive—No Die = 
Charge—Send for FREE literature to- = 
day or 25c¢ for our complete catalog. = 

STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. = 

1356-N N. Western Ave., LA 27, Calif. = 
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SHOPPING AROUND 


(Continued from page 7 ) 


| bearing casters, screened oil passages, an 


overload safety valve and a reservoir sedi- 
ment trap. Range of lift of this particular 
jack is from 3% inches to a full height of 
19% inches. The manufacturer claims it 
can be stored vertically in an area of one 
square foot. Price and further information 
can be had for the price of a two-cent penny 
postcard from Dept. H 1, St. Anthony Ma- 
chine Products Co., Minneapolis 6, Minn. 





GUNK 

JUST about everybody who has ever had 
to contend with unwanted grease has even- 
tually run-across the short but expressive 
name of “Gunk.” The stuff is more or 
less satisfactorily defined as a self emulsify- 
ing and self scouring solvent by the manu- 
facturer. This means that you can brush the 
stuff on a greasy, messy and generally un- 
handy piece of equipment, wash it off with 
water and the gadget comes out sparkling 
clean—well, almost. Anyway, up to now you 
couldn’t get the stuff except in large, econ- 
omy size, volume deal type containers. Now, 
says the Curran Corp., who manufacture the 
stuff, you can get it in handy pint cans. For 
further information write: Curran Corp., 
96 South Canal street, Lawrence, Massachu- 
setts. 
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CANADIAN CUSTOM 
(Continued from page 43) 


formerly housed the spare tire, leaving ample 
trunk room, despite the fairly large size of 
the unit. 

The doors are electrically operated with 
push buttons located outside, below the spot- 
lights. Inside, the door push buttons are 
installed in the dash board, one on each side 
of the clock. 

The rear fenders were extended 11 inches 
to improve the lines of the car, giving the 
Continental kit a “built-in” appearance, rath- 
er than the effect of having been merely 
“bolted on.” Clark headers were installed 
and the exhaust tips brought out through 
the rear fenders below the taillights. 

The sides of the car have been left en- 
tirely without chrome, except for two short 
strips on the fender skirts, that accentuate 
the lines of the extended rear fenders. 

Following the body work, the car was 
left in primer for approximately three 
months, during which time the engine was 
rejuvenated to the extent of a Winfield 4 
cam, adjustable tappets with Lincoln valve 
springs, Edelbrock 8 to 1 heads and four 
pot intake manifold, Rochester carburetors, 
and to complete this little piece of dyna- 
mite, a Mallory Y.C. type distributor. 

During this same period -the interior up- 
holstering was completed. Before upholster- 
ing though, the backs of the front seats 
were built up approximately 7 inches high- 
er, then seats and backs were covered with 
foam rubber. Red and cream leather was se- 
lected for color combination. The interior 
window and seat frames were then chromed, 
giving a very rich effect to the over-all in- 
terior. 

The body was finished by applying 8 
coats of primer, followed by several coats 
of lilac metallic maroon lacquer, 32 layers 
of the stuff, to be exact. 


NEXT MONTH 
The story of 


FUEL INJECTION 
by Les Nehamkin 
SEPTEMBER 1953 


NOW . . . INCREASED 
POWER AND EFFICIENCY 







Push Rod Conversion 
Set for Cadi & Olds ‘49 
through ‘53—$35.00 


Ak Miller Dual Point 
Ignition for Cadi & 
Olds ‘49 through ‘53— 
$70.00 


Complete line of parts for all 
overhead V8’s-GM engines. Also 
full line of cams to suit your 
automotive needs. 


A& V PRODUCTS 


10302 E. Whittier Blvd., Whittier, Calif. 


Telephone OX. 5-6793 


~ LUBRI-SEAL 


Buda OFFER 
all 3 only 449 | 


®@ Gasoline 
®@ Crankcase 
® Gear Concentrate 


PROVEN—More power—Better 





anti friction 
additives 








performance—Best 
protection—saves you 1 gal. gas out of every 10— 
saves you costly repair bills. Cannot be filtered out! 
TEST PROVE IT YOURSELF—Buy the special intro- 
ductory kit now! When you have your car lubri- 
cated, ask your mechanic to add LUBRI-SEAL to 
your oil, gas, transmission, differential & steering 


gears as directed . . . then feel the difference! 
Your car will run quieter, smoother and with 
greater power—free of grinding noises—free of 
metal on metal wear—free of sludge, gum & 
varnish accumulations . . . free of hydraulic valve 
troubles . . . a performance that only LUBRI-SEAL 
can give you... 

y———- — Available at your dealer or order now! ai ye 

The Sealex Corporation 
1545 E. Washington Bivd., Los Angeles 21, Calif. 


Name 





Address___ 
IG na cee csi a 








Money-Back Guaranteed 











a CUSTOM 


CLUB 
PLATES 


FREE LITERATURE ON HOW TO 
FORM YOUR OWN CLUB—IDENTI- 
FYING YOUR GROUP WITH CLUB 


PLATES. 
@ PRICES @ SPECS @ HOW TO ORDER 


SHELL nine’ suor 


11726 Wilshire Bivd., Los Angeles 25, Calif. 


LIL’ BEEP 





kicks, | otta’ be able to make the end of th’ block in ten seconds! 


STORMIN’ “STOVE” 
(Continued from page 57) 


The Lincoln backing plates were modified 
with spacers to fit. 

The drive train is as follows. A 40 Ford 
clutch delivers power to a four speed 1930 
Graham transmission which has constant mesh 
gears in third and high speeds. A ’46 Ford 
driveshaft and rear end assembly transmit the 
power to the rear wheels. 

Springs all the way around are Ford as is 
the tube front axle, a very rare bird these 
days. All shock absorbers are Model A re- 
placement Houdailles with modified arms. 
Steering is a reworked Franklin unit, giving 
about 134 turns from lock to lock. 

As anyone familiar with dirt track racing 
practice will be able to note, Doug has ap- 
plied the best principles of the dirt scratchers 
to the practice of building roadability into 
a competition car and has come up with a 
real jewel in that department. But as we 
said before it’s not the kind of transportation 
for lugging junior to school or for mama to 
drag home the family groceries. 

It does prove one thing, though: you can 
change your mind if you want to. 


By Dick Day 








. . . With the two-inch extra stroke at a hundred and twenty 
kicks per minute, plus peak torque comin’ in at about eighty 




























HERE’S HOW 
(Continued from page 50) 


The spacer will be a thick washer-like con- 
struction with holes drilled into it, but not 
through it, to match the holes on the backing 
plate at one side and the axle retaining plate 
on the other. The spacer holes will then be 
fitted with studs and will provide the link- 
age between the assembly and the drum. The 
studs will protrude out the backing plate and 
axle retaining plate holes and will be made 
fast with nuts. The whole effect will provide 
an easily removed safety hub. 

Joe was now ready to begin construction of 


the spring seat for the rear axle, using the top 


of the differential housing as the central 


mounting position for the spring leaves. The | 


outer edge. of the leaves were mounted to the 
axle housing by stock Ford replacement 
shackles. (See previous issue.) 


Joe began construction of the rear spring | 
which would | 
provide the base of the hangers. (Photo #5.) | 
These were made from 34g inch chrome-moly | 


hangers by cutting two “ears” 


and were 4 inches long. One edge of these 
was kept square. The other edge was shaped 
to match the contour of the center section. 

After shaping, the hanger “ears” were bent 
along the direction of the squared edge to 
provide a 114 inch lip. 

The holes which Joe drilled into the bottom 
of the hangers were made to correspond to 
the holes in the differential housing. Holes 
at the top were % inch holes drilled on 234 
inch centers. The hangers were then installed 
on the differential housing. (Photo #6.) A 
copper oil seal made from a 10 mm spark 
plug gasket was placed in each side of each 
hole. 

Joe planned to bring the spring leaves over 
the rear hangers from side to side. His next 
move was to make a plate which would bolt 
over the leaves to the hangers. (Photo #7.) 

To do this he made up a 4 x 644 inch %& 
inch chrome-moly plate. The edges were 
rounded for smoothness and the holes were 
cut to match the spring hanger holes: 234 inch 
centers along the width and 5% inch centers 
along the length. It was necessary to drill a 
% inch center hole in the plate to accept the 


_ Spring assembly bolt. This was tentered on 


the plate. (Photo #8.) 
(Continued on next page) 
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BARGAINS 


Finest Aluminum Pistons in Balanced Sets. Money- 

bock guarantee. ALL sizes for ALL Cars. Pins & P.C. 

rings FREE! ORDER NOW! 

JAHNS RACING PISTONS $37 set 
Balanced sets for all V-8’s. All popular sizes and strokes. 

cnevrotet POWER-DOMES $29set 
Complete balanced sets in std. .030, .060, .090, ©.S. 

Lowest Prices on everything aviomotive. 
Fully Guaranteed. Direct from aa 


A limited num- 
ber of Michigan 
Motor Show pro- 
grams are in re- 
| serve for out of 
state residents 

, who were unable 
to tai the 3rd event. These 
copies are photopacked with the show’s 
big attractions and may be obtained by 
sending 25c (there’s no charge for post- 
age) to 


MICHIGAN MOTOR SHOW 
5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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CHAMPION BOATS. Inboard and Out- 
board Racing Boats and Kits. See 
them at your local Champion Boat 
Dealer or send 25¢ for illustrated 
catalog of 15 popular racing classes. 
CHAMPION BOATS, 1524 West 15th 
St., Long Beach, Calif. Dept. 162. 
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SPIN TACKLE 
FISHING! 


HERE’S THE FULL STORY OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY NEW WAY TO FISH 
THAT’S SPREADING LIKE WILDFIRE! 


Your reel stands still—your line goes out 
for miles when you cast—there’s absolute- 
ly no backlash—and you catch the big 
ones you could never reach before! 
What's the greatest thing about spinning? 
—You’re practically an expert in only a 
couple of hours! 

Let fisherman-authors Lee Harter and Tom 
Carlile give you the details—how and 
where “spinning” got started—how to 
spin cast accurately—how to wrap your 
own spinning rod—choose your reel— 
facts about the basic lures and what to 
look for—plus chapters devoted to both 
fresh and salt water spinning—and how 
to register the record-breaking fish that 
can be yours! 

If you've ever dipped a line in the water 
and experienced the thrill of a big fish’s 
hard fighting run, spin fishing will give 
you a new challenge and the promise of 
great fishing adventure . . . and the 
“how-to-do-it” story in this big, beauti- 
fully illustrated book will be your guide 
to a great new sport! 


DON’T MISS SPIN TACKLE FISHING 


just 75¢ 


Watch For It On Your Newsstand! 


You may order direct for delivery upon 
publication—send 85c (includes post- 
age and handling) to Trend Books, 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, 
Calif. $1.00 in Canada 
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HERE’S HOW 
(Continued from preceding page) 


Though Joe plans to use several leaves 
when the car is run in competition he used 
only one leaf during the assembly. This gave 
the axle a closely approximated position 
which allowed him to gauge the size of the 
radius rods. He first made up a template 
which had a hole cut the proper diameter of 
the axle housing tip (3%4 inches). (Photo 
#9.) 

The template was to be the shape of the 
new end which would be welded onto the 
stock radius rod. The stock tip was cut off and 
the new tip would be cut from chrome-moly 
to fit. (Photo #10.) 

The new tip was then welded in place. 
(Photo #11.) The contour of the outer 
edges of the radius rod tip was flowed from 
the spot where the rod joined the axle hous- 
ing to the weld at the stock rod. This added 
both strength and smoothness. The top of the 
rod was carried down in a curve from one 
bolt hole. The bottom section of the rod 
bolted to the axle housing in two places. 

It was necessary to weld spacers to the 
radius rod end to provide room for the clear- 


| ance at the brake drum. The spacers were 
| made from *%4 inch tubing cut in 4 inch 
| lengths and welded to the radius rod end. 


The other end of the radius rod was also 


changed to provide more strength. F-8 tie 


rod and tie rod ends were used. (Photo #12.) 
The tie rod was welded to the stock radius 
rod and the assembly bolted to the frame rails 
with the tie rod end. 

The stock radius rod is slit near the base 


| of the inner end. Joe made an identical cut 
| at the top of the inner end and cut off the 


top. He then installed the tie rod which fitted 
the F-8 tie rod end. It was inserted deeply 
into the radius rod and welded securely. 

When this had been completed the swing 
axle was installed into the axle housing, 
bolted, splines matched and capped. 

There is still a lot of work ahead of Joe 
before his rod can be found burning up the 
local drag strips. He is faced with such 
essentials as the spacer, braking assembly, fuel 
system, engine and mounts. We'll continue 


| to follow him as he progresses. Stick with us 


| and we'll have you honking down the strips 


in a “hot” dragster. It all takes time. 


HONK! 





THE LATEST. MOST SPECTACULAR 
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CUSTOMIZING 
FIELD IN TREND'S ALL NEW 160 PAGE BOOK 


1954 ANNUAL CUSTOM CARS! 


PLUS— 





Topping anything yet published, this collection of fabu- 
lous custom creations and step-by-step stories on precisely 
how they are built will make CUSTOM CARS the great- 
est book you've ever read on the subject of restyling— 
for example: 


You'll follow a customizing job all the way from the 
owner's original idea to the gleaming finished product 
in a chapter on how a custom shop works—you'll see 
every detail in 108 photographs in this feature alone! 


You'll read a complete chapter on customizing’s hottest 
material, Fiberglas! Photos and stories of all Fiberglas 
production cars—how to work with Fiberglas—latest 
progress with this material—even how to make a Fiber- 
glas top! 

The new customs (all of those not yet featured in Trend 
Books)! 

What it costs to customize a car. 

Tools used in customizing. 


Full how-to-do-it instructions on removing chrome, 
frenching headlights, nosing decks and hoods, installing 
tail lights—pushbutton controls—different bumpers . . . 


Tre 
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You may order direct for deliv- 
ery on publication—send 85c 


WATCH FOR IT ON YOUR NEWSSTAND! {ited feds handling) 


Ivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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QUAD-JET MANIFOLD 


'49-'S3 Ford and Mercury: 


Latest in multicarburetion. 
Automatic choke, 180 degree 
firing order, all eg. 
time-tested power 
features. Smoothest, most 
trouble-free manifold ever 
built. A cinch to install. Complete 
installation kits available. 


A double-barreled, power combination 
that meets = stiff demands of 
world's greatest drivers. 


Aasolataty the finest power-speed 
equipment money can buy. Install 
this championship team 


in yeur car teday. 


see 
pain et 
EQUIPMENT COMPANY DEALER 
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